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London, 25th May, 1800, 


At the General Annual Meeting of the Correſpondent 
Board, in London, of the Society in Scotland for 


propagating Chriſtian * in the Highlands 
and Iſlands; , 


Reſolved Unanimouſly, 


That the Thanks of this Board be given to the Rev. 
EDWARD AURIOL' HAY DRUMMOND, D.D. 
for his Sermon preached before them this day : and 
that he be requeſted to permit it to be printed with the 
Prayer, and occaſional addition on his Majeſty's late 
providential eſcape, for the uſe of the Society. 


HENRY HUNTER, Secretary. 
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Er us pray for Cb « Holy: Catholic 
Church, but more eſpecially for that re- 
formed part of it to which we belong. For our 
ſovereigu Lord George; by the grace of God of 
Great Britain; France, and Ireland, King, Defen- 
der of the Faith over all perſons, and in all cauſes, 
as well ccclefiaſtical as civil. within theſe his do- 
minions ſupreme; and particularly at this awful 
criſis, when the moſt juſt and beſt of Sovereigns 
tat ever bleſſed a country, and under whoſe mild 
and auſpicious government. the people committed 
10 tis charge have ſo long enjoyed the greateſt 
happineſs and proſperity, and we truſt, in the good- 
. neſs o God, will ſtill long continue to enjoy ; and 
auen ſuch a pious and virtuous Monarch has been 
expoſed to the moſt. horrid and atrocious attempt 
on his 1 7 perſon and life' by the vileft of all af- | 
B 55 _ ſins, 
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te FI ; Je us offer u our praiſes and thankſgioigs 
o the wiſe diſpyer Hall events, for his providen- 


tial care, and gracious interpoſition, in preſerving 
the invaluable life of the Prince, the Father, and 
Friend of his people. For our gracious Queen 
, Charlotte, his Royal Highneſs George Prince of 
Wales, the Princeſs of Wales, and all the Royal 
Family. Let us pray for the Archbiſhops, and 
the Bifhops; and particularly for Beilby, by di- 
- vine providence Lord Biſhop of this diocefe ; for 
the Church eſtabliſhed in the northern part of 
the United Kingdom, for the Miniſters thereof, 
and for all other Miniſters and Diſpenſers of 
God's holy word and ſacraments; ſor the Kings 
moſt honourable Privy Council; for both Houſes 
of Parliament, that the Members of each may 
exert all their endeavours. for the public good, 
from an unfeigned attachment to the conſtitu- 
tion, and on the pure principles of Chriflian be- 
nevolence; ſor the Magiſtrates of this realm, 
that all theſe i in their ſeveral vodations ,conducing 1 


0 to the order and right improvement of the people, 


may advance the glory of God, remembering 
the ſolemn. account they muſt one day give. 
| Let us ray. for the whole Commons of this 
| | | land, 


5 


; land, that th hey may. live in the tile faith ali 
fear of God, in auiifat obtdience to the law 
and in brotherly love and charity one towards 
another. Let us pray likewifs bo academic 
education, for the Univerſities of this land! in 
a word, for every ſeminary of ſound learving and 
religious inſtruction, but more particularly for 
this excellent inſtitution} and let us implore 
God's aid and bleſſing on thoſe who preſide 
over and direct this ſociety, on the beneſactors, 
and on the objects of it. Finally, let us bleſs 
and re God for all his ſervants departed this 
life in the true faith of Chriſt, and may we- 
haye grace to frame our conduct on the models 
of ſuch good examples, that when our courſe is 
finiſhed we may be partakers with them of the 
joys of a glorious reſurrection to life eternal. 
But amidſt all our praiſes for the paſt, as well 
as prayers for future mercies, let us more parti- 
cularly, with becoming humility-and gratitude, 
offer up our fervent thanks to Heaven for that 
moſt ſtupendous inſtance of divine love, the re- 
demption of mankind from the guilt and domi- 
nion of fin, by the death and paſſion of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who in tender com- 
B2 paſſion 


E 12 } 

paſſion to our manifold fins and infirmities, , 
hath taught and commanded us to ſum up and 9 
expreſs all our wants in this comprehenſive ad- | 
dreſs to the throne of God, Ye" Our Fa- 


ther, &c.“ 5 5 | 
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ON THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF THE POOR» 


fo 3-44 


S-E R M ON. 


PROVERBS xxii. 6. * 


„ TRAIN UP A CHILD IN THE WAY HE SHOULD. GO; AND 


| WHEN BE 18 QLD, AE WIE NOT DEPART FROM .” 


HE n name of Solomon” gives wake and 
dignity to bis inſtructjons but this 
W 0 has been ſo often repeated and enforced, 
that by ſome it may be deemed trivial and un- 
neceſſary, while others have affected to conſider 


; it as falſe and hurtful, as reſtraining the free 


powers of the opening mind, and enſleving them 
to prejudice and bigotry. 


On the contrary, the bappy effects of this 
moſt valuable inflitution afford me the heart- 


B 3 felt 


bh (1 ] 
felt (itisfition of knowing that it has been of 
high importance to many thouſands; and of ap- 
plauding the benevolence and liberality of thoſe 
who have ſo meritoriouſly promoted and con- 
tributed to this inſtitution, and the piety, dili- 
gence, and good conduct of thoſe under whoſe 
auſpices, care, and labours, it has ſo long flou- 
riſhed, and by whom it till continues to be pro- 
tected, ſupported, and farther advanced, in its 
great objects the morality, the religion, and 
the induſtry of thoſe ſituated in the remote 
parts of theſe realms. / | - 
Well were it for the good and TER of 
ſociety, for the cauſe of virtue, and religion, if 
ſuch patronage could be univerſally extended to 
the children of the poor, who want, many of 
them, the goodneſs and the grace, many of 
them, the knowledge : and the power to bring pp 
their families | in the nurture and admonition of 
' the Tank.” „ LI HE Ar £46 1) 
Vninſtructed themſelves, and therefore inca- 
pable of inſtructing their children, deprived ; in 
their lonely dwellings of the intercohrt of civil 
ſociety, and excluded by diftance, rendered im- 
paſſable b y mountains often-covered with ſnow, 
by moraſſes, lakes, and boiſterqus ſeas, from all 


places 


Pd 


E 1 

places of public worſhip or catechetieal infor- 
mation, they had no means of acquiring know- 
ledge till the attention of this Society was exerted 
in their favour, and happily ſupplied the moſt 
judicious and humane remedy ſor the natural 
and local obſtacles to all religious and moral 
improvement.“ 

In that neglected gad where ſociety appeared 


in its rudeſt form; where the fierce inhabitants 


were ſtrangers to induſtry, averſe from labour, 
and inured to rapine, and attached to their own 
cuſtoms from ignorance and habit, ſcorned all 
the arts of peace, and ſtood ready for every bold 
and deſperate action: in that neglected field 
the enemies of our Religion and Liberty had 
ſown the ſeeds of the worſt ſuperſtition, and the 
moſt pernicious principles of government. 
This precept of the wife King therefore i is 
beider trivial nor unneceſſary. 
But what if jt ſhould be found falſe and hurt- 
ful? This deſerves attention. Philoſophers, no- 
thing allzed to Solomon, affecting ſagacity and 


1 deep penetration, haye conſidered Human Na- 


» See the account of the Society in Scotland The prope 


gating Chrigias Kyowledge, 179. | 
B 4 TRE ture 
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ture under ſtrange lights, and drawn ** | 


quences not always auen with their own 
principles. F. i 


The. moſt hateful and ire Foie pr, theſe my oo 
ward and fantaſtic ſyſtems, whatever conclufions 
its Author may deduce from it, points out the 
ſtrong neceſſity of an ear] y' attention to the minds 


of children. - 


Were man originally a wild ſavage animal, 


| without ſpeech, without reaſon, without the ſo- 


cial affections, as here deſcribed, his offspring 
muſt all be born in the ſame wild ſtate; it 


would therefore beboye him much to train the 
inſant ſavage, as ſoon as poſfible, to the prac- 
tice of the ſocial duties, and not to leave him 


to acquire rationality and humanity by his own 


ſagacity and induſtry. We do pot at all won- 
der that this Writer ſhould forſake his Bible, 
and diſſeminate ſuch a theory as is ſubyerſive of. 
the revealed Word of God—His ſyſtem re- 
' quired it, and nothing buman or: divine can 


ſtand before a ſyſtem : but we much. vonder 


"* N Montboddo: Of the Ofizin and Progreſs: of 
Language, vol. i. p. 144. 2d edit. Man himself. was ori- 
" . a wild forage animal. | 
| that 


} / 


1 T "We 
that be ſhould forſake the ſound! ſenſe” of his 
maſter Ariſſotle, and adopt the wild hypotheſis 


of Epicurus . But happily it ſhocks common 


ſenſe too groſsly to ſhake our belief of the ſober 
and rational account given by Moſes, a very an- 
cient ©. Hiftory of Man, which claims our ve- 
neration, and which is abſolutely irreconcileable 
with this Author's poſitions: and we acknow- 
ledge with pious gratitude, that it is God our 
* Maker, who teacheth us more than the beaſts of 
* the Earth, and maketh 145 Wanne f 
9 Heaven. N. 


Another of theſe Ah who was neither a 


20 Ariſtotle uniformly aſſigned rationality and the faculty 
* ſpeech to man, as the and diſtinctions of human na- 
ture. 
K& Cum ns primis elende terris, 
7 40 Mutum, et turpe pecus, glandem, atque cubilia propter. 
40 Unguibus, et pugnis, dein fuſtibus atque ita porrd 
4 66 e band armis, quæ poſt fabricaverat uſus: 
* Donee verba, quibus voces ſenſuſque notarent, 
Nominaque invenere: dehinc, abſiſtere bello, 
Oppida cœperunt munire, et ponere lege, 
. Ne quis fur effet, neu latro, neu quis adulter.“ 
0 Vid. Hon. Sat. ill. Lab. 1 i. ver. 99. 


; . Job. xxv. 11. 
Mandeville. See the Fable of the . or Primate | 
Vices Public Benefits: with an a Eifay on Charity, and Cha- 


* Schools. 
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Saint in bis life, nor 3 Hermit in his diet, bath 


attempted to demonſtrate that Man is a com- 
Pond of evil paſſions.” To a common under- 
ſtanding this idea, if admitted for a moment to 
true, would ſhew the importance of our en- 


deavours to correct theſe perverſe propenſities, 


and ſuperinduce the affections of benevolence 
and ſympathetic tenderneſs. But ſuch endea- 
vours, we are told, would be far from remedying 
the evil; they would only divert it into another 
ebannel, and cauſe it to overflow there with 
augmented malignity; for © Benevolence, we 
are told by this extrayagant theorjft, this pro- 
ſeſſed libertine, makes no part of Man's nature; 
the human kind are abſolutely uncomnected with 
each other in point of aſfection, and every indiui- 
dual ſeeks and finds his private happineſs in and 
from himſelf alone.” He is arguing profeſſedly - 
againſt theſe inſtitutions. Learning, be ſays, 
(and wiſer and better, though equally miſtaken, 


men have ſaid it after him) is to the children of 


the poor improper and dangerous; it teaches 
them not to ſubdue, but to refine their vices; it 
breaks the habits of neceſſary induſtry ; it tends ' 
to make them proud, to diſpute, not to obey ; it 
fills them with diſcontent, and unqualifies them 

| hs ; for 


* 
FY 
» 


(001 


ſyr their duty in that Nate of liſe unto which it 


bath pleaſed God to call them. The argument. 
ſuppoſes that theſe children are not taught. ta 
work; but that they are trained to literature in 
its ampleſt extent, and after all their attainments 
thrown back to their humble ſtations unprotect- 


ed: and forſaken. 


Objections not founded. in truth, nor 6 
ported by fact, carry in them their own confu- 


tation. That i ignorance is neceſſary to contain | 


the lower claſſes of mankind in their duty, to 
keep them induſtrious, humble, and contented, 
neither reaſon nor experience has eyer proved : 

but to what degree learning may properly be 
communicated to them, when knowledge begins 


ts be ſuperflucus, and of conſequence baneful 


or injuriqus, is an enquiry which will not eaſily 
be determined. Learning may: be perverted ; 4 
it may give a ktener ſting to poverty; but, it 
may, it often has opened a paſſage to a better 
condition. By the bappy Conſtitution, of this 


Country many; are. the inſtances of perſons, in 


the. moſt humble walks of life, elevating. them- 
ſelxes, by their own learning and merit, to, the 
higheſt and moſt honourable Offices of the 


State. In a proſperous country ſuperior ſaga- 


city, 


. 2 1 


ay and unwearied induſtry, wil be rewarded, 


Learning calls theſe forth, and gives to every 


individual a hope and a chance of improying 
his fortune; a truth which the Reports of the 


Society happily teſtify. To bar up that avenue, 
therefore, and to depreſs the energies of the 


human mind, are contrary to found policy, and 
not to be defended on any principle of regular 
argument; for, where hope is excluded, induſtry 
Vill foon fail. In all places it is both cruel and 


unjuſt; and, I apprehend, too often to be at- 
tributed to the tyranny of pride glorying in its 


own imaginary ſuperiority, and triumphing over 


humble and neglected merit. | 

The rich are the proper guardians of the 
poor : the precepts of religion, all our deareſt 
intereſts. yea, poſterity itſelf, irreſiſtibly claim 


every exertion of power to encourage, to in- 


ſtruct, to protect the indigent. 

There is another Philoſopher,* (if the wild 
excurſions of an eccentric, but delicate mind, 
entitle him to that name) who views the brighter 
parts of human nature through the amiable me- 
Hum of the Socratic e but who ne 


Lord Shafteſbury. See CharaReriſticks, : 
Fa, N his 
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his ſyſtem to the bias, of his own eonfiitution, 
and the refihement of bis paſſions, and then, 
fondly erects it as a juſt ſtandard of the human 
ſpecies. TH fen 

His philoſophy Jahr an, in the oſt 
f faſcinating light, and all his propenſities as be- 
nevolent, and tending, to excellence. | Early i in- 
ſtruction, therefore, would only check and cor- 
rupt the natural freedom of the mind, and ehr, 


N. 


11 


ſequences of * hany will in n g00d time a, 
out what are right, and what, are wrong; 
reaſon, as it adyances to apart, will — 
the paſſions. Ys bots 

This ſurely, is the very ire of am 
where we wander over golden palaces, and con- 
verſe with beings. of another order ; but we find 
not there the ways and mavpers, of men, nor 
any thing that comes home to our own buſineſs 
and boſoms. 168 * | 
In our world reaſon adyances. to maturity by | 

flow degrees; but the paſſions are of quick and 
and ſtrong growth, and if their ſecret workings 
are not early reſtrained and ſuppreſſed, will riſe 
predominant over the ſofter affections. The 
conſequences of 1 many actions are ſo hurtful, of 
many 


4201 
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many fo fatal, that common prudence directe us 
to point them out to children before the actions 
ate committed. No wiſe man, it is urged, would 


ever wiſh to enflave or reſtrain the natural II. 


berty of the mind; but we know what this lan- 
guage means; we know whither theſe advo- 
cates for liberal thought, and free inquiry, would 
lead us: reaſon is their boaſted guide, and mo- 
| rality theit declared end: like the Poet of Infi- 
delity® they give to Religion the ferocious fea- 
tures of ſuperſtition, and defcribe het as ſhewing 
her horrid bead from the ſkies, and de preſſing 
miſerable mortals with baſe and ubject fear. 
I.! is a taſk, therefore, worthy of their ſublime 

? philoſophy to enitihicipate the human mind from 


theſe terrors : hence their free inquiry, and in- 
genuous thought, terminate in a diſbelief of all 


the ſacred truths of Revelation.” © 
In what this leproſy of falſe TE the” 
joyleſs doctrines of modern infidels, or the 


. fancies of licentious theoriſts" wilt joins 1. 


* eee. all GEASS beds cum vita es 
No In tertis oppreſſa gravi ſub Relligione, ' Thy 
Qu caput a cli regionibus oſtendebat 


0 * Horribil ſuper aſpectu mortalibus 4 f 
: Lockers, Lib. i, ver. 6. 


tremble 


\ 


Nel 
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tremble to conjecture: but this may be faid 
with truth, becauſe it is juſtified by experience, 
that errors in opinion have invariably produced 5 
etrors in conduct; and that contempt of religion 

hath always been a fatal omen to well- governed 
ſtates; and the decline of its authority and in- 
fluence bath generally preceded a dark and 
troubled evenin g—the convulſions of anarchy 
the dowhfall of empires and which is parti- 
cularly etempliſed in the horrid diſtractions, 
and woefal rum of a neighbouring nation, a ruin 
that takes its origin from the moſt deteſtable = 
conſpiracy againſt Chriſtianity itſelf. wn ca 

But from all 'thefe idle and impious ſpecula- 
tons of vain philoſophy, let us turn our thoughts 
to the uſefull and religious wiſdom of Solomon, 

WhO drew his 'obſervations from the nature of 
men, and the” conſtitution of war world | around. 
| | Notglotefore t the Aim fophilins of the in- 
ſinuating freethinker ; not the new-fangled te- 
nets" of the ſceptical or empiric legiſlator ; not 
the ſpeeious pretexts of the covetous, and deſ- 
potie landholder; rior even the refined appre- 
benſions of thoſe who have imbibed a falſe po- 
W fear, cart ſhake the foundation, or juſtify 
the 


1 


the tranſgreſſion of, a poſitive law. The wiſe 
King knew that, even in the bigher ranks of 


life, an uninſtructed child is a deplorable objed: pn” 


though. ſuch has many advantages, and many 
opportunities of enriching his mind with ideas; 
yet, as he is not taught to diſeriminate and ar- 
range them, they lie in a ſtate, of confuſion, and 
the lighteſt float on the ſurſagde. 

In the hopſes of the poor he caſe muſt be 
very deplorable; the infant; migd there darkens 
beneath a cloud, of. the groſſeſt ignorance, un- 
controuled by any, ſenſe of decency, it is well if 
not habituated to,fcenes of profligacy. As years 
advance, the child feels the wretchedneſs of 
want; the inſtincts of nature ure ſtrong and 
craving. for relief; the moral ſenſe is weak; rea- 
ſan is ſilent, and paſſion clamorous.;; he knows 


nothing of religious duty; and. inſtigated by,, 


ſinſul and abandoned examples, what is there 
to hinder him, ben he arrives at manhood, 
ſrom breaking looſe upon the, world like a heaſt 
of prey, from, ſeizing. his dangerous ſubſiſtence 
by violence and robbery, and running his rapid 
courſe, through riot, debauchery; and. every 
ſpecies of lawleſs atrocity, till the yvengeance of 
* laws demands his e r food 
7; Theſe _ 


. 1 

Theſe are not imaginary, theſe are not aggra- 
vated evils:— But ſhould a gentler diſpoſition, 
or a happy concutrence of circumſtances reſtrain” 


yet, as he is_under the reſtraint of no religious 
principle (for none ſuch was he ever taught), 
can he be ſafely truſted, or even ſafely employed ? 
If he be honeſt, it muſt be through fear; if he 
be diligent, it muſt be by compulſion ; yet with 
ſuch we are neceſſarily concerned in the bufi- 
neſs of a the'1 inconvenience we feel and *. 
- ment. 

Nor is the fellle' part of theſe families in a 
leſs unhappy condition; they are oppreſſed with 
the ſame evils, attegded with others peculiar to 
their ſex. © Evil communications,” and the 
contagion of indecency alway before them, tend 
to extinguiſh the ſenſe of delicacy, that guard 
which Nature has' planted over female virtue, 
and drive Modeſty by force out of their hearts. 
Without is ſeduction, within is the dominion of 
looſe defires. Bleſſed then be that charity which 
ſtretches forth its hand, and ſnatebes them, 
© while they are yet innocent, from the horrors of 
pollution; and which by reluming the almoſt 
extinguiſhed lamp of malen with the hallowed 

C flame 


the uninſtructed youth from theſe enormities; 


4 

flame of Religion, enlightens them not only to 
diſcharge, but under the cheering hope of a fu- 
ture retribution, to enjoy the comforts, and even 
to glory in the faithful performance of, the ſo- 


cial, . the domeſtic, and the conjugal duties o 


life. If then the human mind muſt take its firſt 
ideas from the objects firſt preſented to it, and 


theſe make the ſtrongeſt and the deepeſt impreſs 


fions at that tender age, when the mind is moſt 

ſuſceptible of impreſſions from without, preju- 
dices are unavoidable, that is, notions will be 
-formed before reaſon is ſufficiently mature to de- 

eide upon the propriety and juſtneſs of them. 


Why then ſhould not this prepoſſeſſion be 


made in favour of virtue and religion; eſpeci- 
ally as ſuch prejudice, if it muſt have that name, 


will be of laſting influence, and regulate the - 


conduct of the man through all his future life? 
For ſuch is the conſtitution of the human mind, 
that its emotions are not altogether vague and 
deſultory, but bave often a connexion and de- 
pendence on each other. Not every thought 


to every thought ſucceeds indifferently They 


a ſollow each other in a ie even other- 


oY Hobbes,” 


wiſe 
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wiſe unguided, and without ann ſo that the 
thought of God and goodneſs leads on to further | 
thoughts of the ſame happy tendency, till they 
acquire a regularity and a permanence. Actions 
have the ſame mutual connexion and depend- 
ence: one virtuous deed gives the mind a ſtrong 
_ propenſity to another; the approbation of con- 
ſcience warms and enlivens the heart, which 
then feels the excellence, and n the 
authority of virtue. 
J0o attain and ſecure this Wr end it is our 
| Jets, and it is our wiſdom to teach all the obli- 
gations upon the conſcience and mind of man, 
as well as thoſe which are enforced by a poſitive 
law; in a word, all our religious, moral, and 
civil duties; to underſtand and to practiſe theſe 
1s, unqueſtionably, the great object of educa- 
tion; they are the foundation upon which all 
future improvements are to be raiſed ; they will 
beſt direct the 1fant poor to the choice of ſuch 
purſuits as will moſt effectually render them 
better citizens, by making them more virtuous 
men. What knowledge can be compared with 
that of knowing how, and for what end, to live? 
Thence they diſcovet the obligations they owe 
to the Deity as their Creator, and to men as 
9 + GY | their 
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their tow-credtiinds" thence they derive the 
maxims to regulate their manners, and actions, 
and learn how to conduct themſelves in thoſe 
many regards that do not come under the im- 
_ mediate cognizance of human laws. | 
The advice of Solomon then becomes of the 
utmoſt importance, How the child is to be 
trained, W 45 he is to be taught © the way he 
10 Jhould go.“ This wiſe Monitor elſewhere in- 
forms us The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
« of wiſdom; and the knowledge of the Holy is 
* underflanding.”* This inſtruction he received 
from his pious father. + The fear of the Lord 
is frequently inculcated in this book of Pro- 
verbs, not ſuggeſting ideas of dread and terror, 
but filling the heart with pious awe and holy 
reverence : this he ſays © is the beginning of 
4 iſdom: it is juſtly ſaid; for this affection of 
the ſoul is the firſt principle of religion. Under 
the ſolemn impreſſion of this holy reverence, 
when we advance to the knowledge of the Al- 
mighty as the Creator, Preſerver, and Moral 
Governor of the world; as Righteous in all his 
„ ways, and holy in all his works, 't and as A 


| eee 3 + Plalms-cxi. 10. 
e 2 Plalms eile. 17. 
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« ;ewarder of them that dili ently . im. 
« This is underflanding ;" it is the underſtanding _ 
of his ſovereignty, of our relation fo him, of our. 
dependence upon him, and of our obligations to 
obedience, and ſubmiſſion to bis will: and we 
have great reaſon to hope, that a child thus in- 
ſtructed, . will not depart from his inſtructions 
through all his life to come. For when, from 
his early years, be hath been thus taugbt to 
know God, Ie high and lofty One that inha- 
e biteth eternity, whoſe name is Holy; he will 
be habituated to adore his infinite Majeſty as 
« Of purer eyes than to behold iniquity ;"{ and 
entering upon the duties of his calling with juſt 
apprehenſions of the great evil, and miſerable 
effects of unrighteouf neſs, he will“ Aund in awo, 
and not ſin. 8 e e 8 

When he is farther taught that "UBS be 
_ the wiſely conſtituted diſtinctions of high and 
low; rich and poor, among the ſons of men, 
*« The Lord is the maber uf them all, und“ up- 
«, koldeth them all avith the right hand of his rigl. 
N WAA: 3s ht 1. * wen not the 9 


* Heb. xi. 8. 1 Te * Iſaiah bet, E 

45 Habakkuk i. 13. 8 Pſalm | iv. 
| Proverbs: Kril. 2. 
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M princes, nor regardeth the rich more. than the 
poor; that he is merciful and gracious, and 
juſt to reward his faithful ſervants with eternal 
happineſs. k Ter e 
Hence the young man learns the great jeſſons 
of patience and contentment ; he acquieſces i in 
that humble ſtation which he knows to be al- | 
lotted to bim by infinite wiſdom, and infinite 
goodneſs; he conſiders the evils of this life, and 
life itſelf, as ſhort and tranſitory; he looks up 
with bumble confidence to the Father of mer- 
cies, and God of all conſolation; and, with an; 
heart ſet to obey his. commandments, receives 
from him that peace which the world cannot 
give, neither can it take away. This know- 
ledge no man ſurely will envy to the children 
of the poor; eſpecially conſidering further, that 
many men, naturally brave, hence become loyal 
ſubjects, and intrepid defenders of their country; 
that many become eminent in navigation, and 
uſeful in trade, manufacture, and commerce; 
many in agriculture ; many in thoſe, leſs labo - 
rious employments which ſupply whatever is 
neceſſary and convenient in domeſtic life ; 


Job xxxiv. 19, 


hence. 
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tails the inhabitants of our bleakeſt and moſt 
dreary tracts are become gentle and benevolent 
neighbours, faithful and affectionate huſbands, 
tender and good fathers, and are daily improv- 
ing in thoſe accommodations which render life 
comfortable. Every wiſe man, therefore, who 
" is attentive to the beſt intereſts of ſociety, and 
every good man who extends his views to the 
eternal world, and has the ſalvation of ſouls at 
heart, muſt wiſh to ſee the children of this va- 
luable people good. Chriſtians, as well as bene- 
 ficial and laudable members of ſociety, nurtured 
in Religion, rooted and grounded in the Chriſ- 
tian Faith, and * clothed with righteouſneſs,”® 
Tbat be ſhould“ preach the Goſpel to the poor & 
was one mark by which the Spirit of Prophecy 
characteriſed the Meſſiah. They, as well as the 
greateſt of the ſons of men, are created in the 
image of God; they alike have immortal ſouls; 
they have the ſame great and precious promiſes, 
the ſame intereſt in the redemption, of the world 
by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. OG! a; 

- Qur poor and uninformed fellow-creatures i in 
the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland are the 


* Plaln cxxxii. 9. + St. Luke iv. 18 
| "C4 peculiar 
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peculiar objects of this admirable Inflitution ; 
the riſe, progreſs, and conduct of the Society, 
even to the preſent day, and the happy effects 
reſulting therefrom, have been made known at 
different times, and in different publications, by 
the Directors of it, who have never loſt ſight of 

| their reſponſibility to their Benefactors, and to 
the Public at large, that the country may be 
aſſured that the buſineſs of the Society has been; 

| and is, carried on with uniform diligence, and 
with an unremitted attention to the deſigns: 
rules of the Inſtitution; and particularly, that 
the whole of the Funds placed under their dif- 
poſal are ſacredly devoted to the obje cis to which 

| they were deſtined by the liberal donors. Of 
the confidence of the Public in their manage 
. ment, they have had of late a variety of proofs, 
though not indeed to the magnificent amount 
of ſame former benefactions. But though great 
has been the benevolence of the Public, yet; 
conſidering the extent, and infinite number of 
the objeas of the Society, thoſe benefactious 
have fallen far ſhort of diffuſing the benefits of 

- the Charity ſo largely as the real neceſſity of 
exiſting circumſtances requires,* 


2 


® Sce the Society's Account, 1796. 
| The 


t. 1 


The great aim and end of your Charity is to 
be inſtrumental, under God's gracious merey 
and protection, to enlarge his Kingdom. 
Genuine Religion exalts the mind; it im- 

proves every good diſpoſition of our nature, and 
faſhions it on the principles of the moſt amiable 
humanity :—Genuine Religion knows no diſ- 
tinctions which would ſet bounds to it's benevo- 
lence, but fills the heart with a large and liberal 
| goodneſs, ſtill flowing outwards, and increaſing 
as it flows ;—Genuine Religion links all man- 
kind in the bonds'of Charity, eſtabliſhing a con- 
nexion, which running from man to man, through 
the whole human race, is ſtronger and more per- 
manent than all thoſe artificial and occafional 
ties which form us into- ſmaller claſſes, intereſted 
and little parties: Genuine Religion calls upon 
us to do good whenever and wherever we have 
the ability to do it. As we have therefore up- 
* portunity, my Fellow Chriſtians, let 'us do good 
* unto all men, ' eſpecially unto them who are of the 
* houſehold of faith.” * I do good and to com- 
" 2 not, for with fuck ſacrifices'God 
* ig well pleaſed.” Caſt thy bread upon tie 
„waters, for. thou Mali find ut after many days. * 


„ Gal. vi. 10. tua Kili. 16. I Pecl. xi. 1. 
41 Fe Le 
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Lei the inhabitants of the rock Aug: lei them 
* ſhout from the top of the mountains; les them 


give glory unto the Lord, and ace his mw iſe - 


„in the 1/lands.”'* 


Let the ſalitary place rejoice ; ; * 8 the deſert 7 


& bloſſom as theroſe,F and the Oe become 4 
© fruit ful feld. 2 bs 
Let the . break forth into le. * 
« And the tongue of the dumb praiſe the Lord!“ 
en ſhall the earth be full of the knowledge 
« of the Lord, as the waters cover the fea.” | 
- Blefled be that goodneſs which, by removing 
the cloud of ignorance from the ;migds of the 
poor and unenlightened, opens to them he 
5 moums of Grace, and the hope of Glory!“ 


Bleſſed be the pious intentions of thoſe who ; 


cauſe this knowledge to be imparted to them; 
and may the: bleſſing. of God make theſe in- 
ſttructions effectual on their. hearts and minds! 


May they become inſtrumental “ in manifeſt- 
ing the nyſtery of the goſpel to thoſe from, ubm 


"BY was hid,” ** Agra in feeding _ PET.) with 


be 0 1 0 WY; 

255 . Ifaiah i. 11, 12. at Iſaiah XXXv. 1. 

+ I Ifatah xxxii 5 ka N Haiah hv. © 
ien XXXv. © ; 7 . Xi. 9. 
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May it ever be your zeal and your joy to 
communicate the glad tidings of ſalvation © 10 
* the people who fit in darkneſs, and in the region 
* and ſhadow of death,” * then ſhall ye ſhine as 
the brightneſs of the firmament, and as the ſturs 
. for ever and ever. 

May the divine bleſſing be upon us all; that 
from a faithful diſcharge of our ſeveral duties; 
from the. exerciſe of charity, the very bond of 
peace, and of all virtue; from ſerving God © in 
© holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days of our life,” 
we may obtain © the prize of our high calling,” 2 
* an inheritanse incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
* that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for 
* 25,” y through the merits and mediation of 

Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer : 
| To whoſe glory, as all our labours ought to 
be directed, So to the Father, to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghoſt : to the Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier, Three Perſons, but one God! 

Let us aſcribe, as. is moſt due, All Glory, 
| Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, and dominion, now, and 


for eyermore. Amen. 
N 7 
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